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1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT TIMOTHY S. ROBINSON BYLINER HEAD- 
LINED "EHRLICHMAN'S BREAK-IN DEFENSE CITES NIXON," 

WASHINGTON POST, MAY 1, 1974. 

2. PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON IN APRIL, 1973, SPECIFICALLY 
DESCRIBED THE BREAK-IN AT PENTAGON PAPERS CODEFENDANT 
DANIEL ELLSBERG'S PSYCHIATRIST'S OFFICE AS "IN FURTHERANCE 
OF NATIONAL SECURITY AND FULLY JUSTIFIED BY THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES," FORMER PRESIDENTIAL AIDE JOHN D. EHRLICHMAN SAID 
IN AN AFFIDAVIT FILED HERE YESTERDAY. 

3. THE DESCRIPTION CAME DURING A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
BETWEEN NIXON AND ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY PETERSEN, 
DURING WHICH THE PRESIDENT SPECIALLY ORDERED PETERSEN TO 
STOP INVESTIGATING THE ELLSBERG BREAK-IN CASE, SAID 
EHRLICHMAN, WHO WAS PRESENT WHEN THE CALL WAS MADE. 

4. THE PRESIDENT SAID LAST MAY 22 ONLY THAT HE TOLD 
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PETERSEN TO "CONFINE HIS INVESTIGATION TO WATERGATE AND 
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RELATED MATTERS AND TO STAY OUT OF NATIONAL SECURITY 
MATTERS." 

5. HOWEVER, IN THE AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF A MOVE TO USE 
NATIONAL SECURITY AS A DEFENSE AGAINST CRIMINAL CHARGES 
AGAINST HIM IN CONNECTION WITH THE ELLSBERG BREAK IN, EHR 
LICHMAN IS MORE EXPLICIT ABOUT THE CONVERSATION. 

6. IN THE AFFIDAVIT AND OTHER SUPPORTING PAPERS, EHRLICH- 
MAN ALSO DETAILS THE DISPLEASURE THAT PRESIDENT NIXON HAD 
WITH FORMER FBI DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER AND ALSO DETAILS 
THE FORMATION OF THE WHITE HOUSE SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS- 
OR PLUMBERS-UNIT THAT COMMITTED THE BURGLARY. HE SAID 
THAT HE INTENDS TO CALL AS WITNESSES PRESIDENT NIXON, 
SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER, OTHER WHITE HOUSE 
AND CIA OFFICIALS, AND DR. ELLSBERG TO JUSTIFY HIS NATIONAL 
SECURITY DEFENSE. 

7. EHRLICHMAN ALSO PORTRAYED THE PRESIDENT AS GIVING FULL 
SUPPORT TO THE PLUMBERS UNIT'S ACTIVITIES, AND SAYING THAT 
IT WASN’T AGGRESSIVE ENOUGH. 

8. "INVARIABLY WHEN THEY MADE RECOMMENDATIONS, JOINTLY 
OR SEVERALLY, THE PRESIDENT CONCURRED. HIS ONLY CRITICISM 
OF THEIR EFFORT WAS THAT IT WAS NOT VIGOROUS ENOUGH," 
EHRLICHMAN SAID. 

9. EHRLICHMAN IS THE SECOND WHITE HOUSE AIDE IN TWO DAYS 
TO DETAIL THE PRESIDENT S MOOD AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN 
WHICH THE PLUMBERS UNIT WAS ESTABLISHED IN AN EFFORT TO 
STOP LEAKS OF CLASSIFIED INFORMATION. 

10. CHARLES W. COLSON, WHO IS ALSO CHARGED WITH CON 
SPIRACY TO VIOLATE THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF ELLSBERG'S PSYCHI- 
ATRIST, DR. LEWIS FIELDING, FILED PAPERS ON MONDAY IN 
SUPPORT OF A NATIONAL SECURITY DEFENSE IN WHICH HE SAID 
THE PRESIDENT SAID THE UNIT MUST DO "WHATEVER HAS TO BE 
DONE . . . WHATEVER THE COST" TO STOP THE NEWS LEAKS. 

1 1 . EHRLICHMAN IN HIS AFFIDAVIT SAID YESTERDAY THAT THE 
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PRESIDENT TOLD HIM TO TELL PLUMBERS UNIT HEAD EGIL (BUD) 
KROGH-WHO IS SERVING A SIX MONTH JAIL SENTENCE IN CON- 
NECTION WITH PLEADING GUILTY TO A CIVIL RIGHTS CONSPIRACY 
CHARGE IN THE ELLSBERG BREAK-IN— "TO DO WHATEVER HE CON 
SIDERED NECESSARY TO GET TO THE BOTTOM OF THE MATTER." 

12. EHRLICHMAN AGAIN DENIED ANY PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
BREAK-IN, BUT SAID THAT HE CONSIDERED A "COVERT OPERATION" 
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OF THE UNIT THAT HE APPROVED- WHICH ULTIMATELY BECAME 
THE FIELDING BREAK-IN- WITHIN THE PRESIDENT'S MANDATE. 

13. EHRLICHMAN AGAIN OUTLINED THE CONCERN OF KISSINGER 
OVER THE LEAKS OF THE PENTAGON PAPERS AND OTHER CLASSIFIED 
DOCUMENTS, DESCRIBING HIM AS "QUITE AGITATED AT TIMES." 

HE SAID ALSO THAT KISSINGER DESCRIBED ELLSBERG AS "A 
FANATIC, KNOWN TO BE A DRUG ABUSER AND IN KNOWLEDGE OF 
VERY CRITICAL DEFENSE SECRETS." 

14. EHRLICHMAN'S ATTORNEYS ARE ATTEMPTING TO GAIN ACCESS 
TO MANY CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS SO THEY CAN ILLUSTRATE THE 
TYPES OF INFORMATION TO WHICH ELLSBERG HAD ACCESS, AND 
IN TURN, THE TYPES OF INFORMATION THEY THOUGHT HE COULD 
HAVE DISTRIBUTED IN ADDITION TO THE PENTAGON PAPERS. 

15. BETWEEN JUNE, 1971, AND HIS DEATH IN MAY, 1972, 

HOOVER WAS "THE OBJECT OF THE PRESIDENT'S CRITICISMS 

ON A NUMBER OF GROUNDS: THE PRESIDENT WAS KNOWN TO FEEL 
THAT THE FBI EFFORT AGAINST DOMESTIC SABOTAGE AND VIOLENCE 
WAS INADEQUATE; A FILE CONTAINING A COMPLETE CATALOGUE 
OF PROBLEMS, MARKED THE COMPANY DIRECTOR,' EXISTS IN 
THE POSSESSION OF THE GOVERNMENT," EHRLICHMAN SAID. 

16. THAT WAS THE MAIN REASON FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
WHITE HOUSE PLUMBERS UNIT. EHRLICHMAN INDICATED. 

17. EHRLICHMAN SAID THAT SINCE THE BURGLARY OF FIELDING'S 
OFFICE WAS CARRIED OUT FOR THE PURPOSES OF NATIONAL 
SECURITY AND AUTHORIZED BY THE PRESIDENT, "EITHER DIRECTLY 
OR IMPLICITLY," THE CHARGES AGAINST HIM SHOULD BE 
DISMISSED. 
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18. IF THE CHARGES ARE NOT DISMISSED, HE SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO PRESENT THAT NATIONAL SECURITY DEFENSE TO A JURY, 
EHRLICHMAN'S ATTORNEYS ARGUED. U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE 
GERHARD GESELL HAS INDICATED PREVIOUSLY THAT HE MIGHT 
NOT ALLOW THAT DEFENSE. (END TEXT.) RUSH 
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